CHAPTER 5

NAVAL HISTORY

Why should | bother tolearn or r ead history? Isn’t

it dead and gone? Read on....The quotesfrom

Geage Santayana and Alfed Thayer Mahan tell the story!

Those who canneemember the pasteacondemned tepeat it.
—Geage Santayana, American PhilosopH&63 - 1952

The study of history lies at the foundation of all sound military conclusionsranticg.
— Alfred Thaye Mahan, Philosopher of&Nal Straegy, 1840-1914

Thes two quotes tell you the reasonswhy you
shout know what happend in the past By studying
histoty, you can awid the mist&kesmackinthe past By
studyirg both the failuresand successeof the pastyou
can plan for future success.

Congres authorize the purchasg of two vesselsthe
United States By was born.

THE CONTINEN TAL NAVY

There is another reason to study history—history is an Leéarning Objective: Whenyou finish thischapte, you

adventure story. History is full of daring deeds, good luck

and bad, heroes, cowards, and spies. The history of a

country or an organization is like the biography of a
person. A biography is the story of a person’s life. Naval
history is the story of the life of the Navy. Since this

will be able to—

* |dentify the ships of the Continenta Navy to
include the importance of their actions.

Navies are createl from the spirit of independence

chapter is the biography of the life of the United States and unde the thred of war. They becone matue by

Navy, the logical place to startis with the birth of the Navy.

THE BIRTHDAY OF THE UNITED
STATES NAVY

Learning Objectives When you finish this chapte,
you will be able to—

¢ |dentify the importanevents of mwal histog.

¢ Recognie the importane of nava actiors and
traditions

In school you learnal abou the birthday of the
United States You were told abou the ewent that
happend on July 4, 1776 The United States Navy had
its birth on Octobe 13, 1775 How could this be? How
could the Nwvy be older than the United States?

Jug as there wasrit a United States of Americaon
July 4, 1776 there wasrit a United States Navy on
Octobe 13, 1775 But, wha led to the formation of the

defendirg their country. Thisisthe way it waswith the
first American Nwy.

The American Colonies dependd on the sea for
their livelihood. All along the coast, harbors and
shipbuilding docks offered work to many and provided
income to thousand more When the conflict between
the Americarsand the British began thesewerethe first
ports the British attaked Thes were alo the ports
from which the Continentd Congres and the States
sough to serd out ships of a tiny and hastily organized
naval force to haras the mightiegs sea power in the
world and its mercham fleet This tiny naval force
soughto captueeneny supply and munitions vessels.

Wha wasllif elike in tha first Navy? Where did its
shipsand men comefrom? How wasit organized® And,
importantly, wha role did it play in building the proud
tradition of the United StatesaMy today?

Like its beginnings, the Navy of the American
Revolution was fragmented into many parts, each acting

United States By happened on October 13, 1775.  jndependently of the others. For instance, several naval
Remembewhen the Secom ContinenthCongress ~ engagements between the Americans and the British
met on May 10, 1775, the colonists were already actually occurred before the Continental Congress
fighting the British. Before long, it was clea tha if the authorized a Navy. Though the American Navy officially
Colonies were to survive, a Navy was necessary. beganin October 1775, some time passed before the new
ThereforeonOctobe 13,1775 theSecoml Continental Navy had any effect on the mighty British Navy.
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SHIPS OF THE CONTINENTAL NAVY been working on asmal submarir for sorme 4years

andfinally completed it in 1775.
What constituted awvarship in the late 1700s?

During the rewolutionaryy war and into the 19th centuy, This first warfaresubma_rine“namwl theTurtle, was
naval vessels were grouped into three major classes—describél by Bushnel as having “some resemblaneto
two upper tortoise shells of equal size, joined

together...” It was 7.5 feet deep, and under ideal
conditiors had amaximum speel of 3 knots A single
operator could stayadvn for 30 minutes.

1. Ships-of-the-lineThes were the battleshifs of
the sailing days Thes shipswere the largeg of
all sailing warshigs and carried 64 to over 100
guns of various sizes. However, our Navy's

ships-of-the-line didn't come into existence TheTurtle was armed with an oak casing filled with
until yeas later, long after the Rewolutionary 150 pounds of explosives. This charge could be attached to
Warwasover. the bottom of an enemy ship where it was intended to

2. Frigates. These were the cruisers of the 18th remain until detonated by a simple clockwork mechanism.

century. These cruisers were nextin size, usually ~ After completirg the submarine Bushnel took it
smaller and faster than average ship-of-the-line. for severd dives to proveits seaworthinessFinally, in

They generally carried 28 to 44 guns. Septembe 1776 he waes read/ to try it againg the
warships. Thy carried 10 to 20 guns. voluntee from the Connectictimilitia, manewered the

Turtle through the use of hand-diven screw propellers.
His mission was to attach a time-fuse charge of
gunpwder to the hull of HMS Eagle. Howewer, the
missian was abortel when the auge failed to penetrate
the copper sheathing of thagle.

Anothe grouwp of naval vesses were the privateers.
Privateers were commissioned by the Continental
Congres and by individud states to captue enemy
merchant ships as prizesvodr.

Typical of the independent “fleet” of privateers was
the schooner. The schooner was a small, fast, flexible, _Bushnell ma da_afewmoreattemp_s tousetheTurtle
flush-deck ship that carried smooth-bore cannon. With ag_alnst the British in the Delaware Rlver. He_: attac_hed
small ships like these schooners, the colonists broke the"Nesto theurtle ard floated the mines againd ships.
British stranglehold on main New England harbors by 'Ne®attemps failed The submarir wes finally sunk
slipping past the Royal Navy’s men-of-war and hiding in py the British in Ne_w York harbor—the first recorded
inlets. Unable to meet the British head-on, the American Instance of an antisubmarine attack.
ships outmaneuvered them and jabbed here and ther
instead of standing full force and slugging it out. %ONTINEN TAL NAVY ACTIONS

Navy ships in the Continenth Navy included the The new Navy ordered to be established by the
Providence a 12-gwn sloog the Lexington a 16-gun Continental Congress came into being in the last months
brig (converted from a merchantman); and the of 1775. To build a fleet, Congress authorized the
BonhomreRichard,aloanfromtheFrenchanoldEast  construction of 13 new frigates (ranging from 24 to 32
Indiaman Later in this chapte, you will find out how  guns) and the conversion of 6 merchant ships (ranging
othe shipsbearirg someof thesnamesmacehistory in from 10 to 24 guns). These merchant ships included the
their own right. USSHornetand the US@\Ifred. The USSAlfredhad the

distinction of being the U.S. Navy’s first flagship and is
THE FIRST UNITED STATES SUBMARINE said to be the first U.S. naval vessel on which the “Flag of

A yourg American experimentel with asubsuface Frgedom” was hoiste_d (by John Paul Jones). All were
craft he hoped would help drive the British out of New solidly constructed 'shlps YVIth anumber of guns. Even so,
York harba ard away from American shores for good. they were at a serious disadvantage because they were

David Bushnel was a Yale medica studem who had  Pitted against the established and superior British
force—then the finest Navy in the world.

Studert Notes:
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NOTE

Asyou real along ched the mays at the back
of the chapte

The first commandein chief, Esé&k Hopking put
the first squadra of the Continentd Navy to sea in
Februay 1776 Unde the guns of the USSProvidence
and the USSWaspard with the squadra headé by the
USS Alfred, over 200 Sailors and Marines landed on
NewProvidenelIslandintheBahamaslom Pau Jones
served adirst lieutenant aboard the U%Hred

Hopkins raid on New Providene Island was the
first amphibiows operatian carried out by the American
Navy and Marines The squadro capturel anumbe of
cannons and supplies from the fort.

Becaus the British blockade the American coast,
it was difficult for the newly ouffitted shipsto read the
seaTheUSSMontgomenandthe USSCongessships
of 28 and 24 guns were huilt at PougtkeepsieNY on
theHudso River. Whenthe British occupiel the port of
New York, thes shipswere bottled up. To prevert their
captue by the eneny, the U.S. governmen had to
destoy them Two more ships kuilt in Philadelphia
suffered a similar fate Sone of the otheis were also
blockadel in their home ports ard one ship, the USS
Trumbull, was bottled up for 3 yeassbecausit couldrit
clear the sandbar in the ConnecticiuteR

The newfrigates of the ContinenthNavy had their
momentsThe USSHancack and the USSBoston both
built in Massachusettsd out togethe in mid-1777.
They capturel two British brigs arnd werethen involved
in separag actiors with the British warshipsSomeset
andFox. After escapig from the Someseton May 30,
1777, they met the Fox a week later and successfully
captured it. Later, the two Continental ships were
pursuel by the powerful HMS Rainbow Following a
39-hou pursuit the Rainbowbore down on the USS
Hancack and capturel it. The USSBostonescapd and
continuel to sewe in various actiors ower a periad of
sone 3years Its lag action was in the defeng of the
Charleston, South Carolina, harbor where it was
captured by the British in May 1780.

After its capture by the British, tHdancockwent on
to serve in the Revolution, but on the enemy'’s side. By a
twist of fate, it was thedancock(renamed thdris) that

captured a sister frigate, the USBumbull one of the
original 13 frigates built for the Continental Navy. (The
British crew was said to have called the American built
ship one of the finest frigates in which it had sailed.)

Among the names associated with this new
made-in-Ameriafleet of frigates are Jom Barry, who
courageousi commandd many ships Jom Manley,
who capturel the Nancywhile in Washingtors Navy;
and Abraham Whipple.

The skipper of the US8rovidence Whipple, was a
member of a three-ship force that found itself on the edge
of a huge, heavily guarded, enemy convoy off
Newfoundland during a fog. Sending armed boarding
parties to the merchant ships, the Americans managed to
take 11 ships as prizes without being detected by the ships
protecting the convoy. Cargoes and captured ships worth a
million dollars were dispatched back to the States.

John Paul Jones

Among the mod daring commandes bringing the
war to British wateis was Jom Pau Jones (fig. 5-1). As
skippe of the USSRarger, he left Frane on April 10,
1778 for raids againg the British. After capturirg a
numbe of ships he actually landel on British soil,
raiding Whitehaven, England.

Figure 5-1.—John Paul Jones, father of our highest aval
traditions, represents the seaman, leadeofficer, and
gentleman at their best.

Studert Notes:
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The tiny new Navy played asignfificart role in the grenade on to the gundeck, which ignited the
first official recognition by a foreign nation of the gunpowder and scattered cartridges. In that
American “Stars and Stripes flag. On Februay 14, man-to-man sea battle, the British were finally forced
1778 Jom Pad Jonessailed into QuiberaBay, France, to surrender. The battle of the USBonhomme
in the USSRangerand saluted the French fleet Richardversus theSerapiswent down as one of the
anchoréthere A nine-gunsalue wasgiveninreturn A great naval battles in history.
gun saluk given to arewlutionaly governmen was a
signd of that countrys recognition Fran@becaneone By the time the war was over, the official
of the first foreign powers to recogniz the struggling Continental Navy operated some 56 vessels at one time
governmen of the American Colonies (In 1776 the or another. However, it only managed to reach a peak
Dutch had given recognitian to an American flag [not of 27 ships, averaging 20 guns, that operated at the
the Stais and Stripe§$ at St Eustatiusan islard in the same time. This tiny Continental Navy, hurriedly
West Indies belonging to Holland.) assembled when the Colonies declared their

independence, served not only to inflict damage on the

In1779, John Paul Jones took command of an old, 4,4 ships of the Royal Navy but also to lift American
decaying French merchant ship that he renamed th€y o a1e with each of its victories. John Paul Jones,
USS Bonhomme Richardhonoring Benjamin Gustavus Conyngham, and Lambert Wickes were

grartmjk]llr}. I C";Fr.'ed 4\21 relatmelyélggtfgunf‘ (some in ¢ among those who brought the battle to the British on
oubtful condition). Jones headed for the coast o their own waters. The news of daring raids and

Ireland, capturing some ships and destro_y_lng Other.s'victorious battles at sea was acclaimed in the
On September 23, 1779, Jones met the British warship . .

P . 13 youthful Colonies of the United States.
Serapis(with 50 guns), and a furious battle ensued
near the headland of Flamborough Head. As Jonesp;jyateers
wrote later:

American privatees harassd British shippirg over
lengthy sea-lanes. At first, ships of all types were
converted for harassmenpurposesLater, ships were
specialy built to do this job. Thes ships were fag and
reasonalyl well armed Men from all walks of life
signel up to sere on thes ships Private financirg to
am and fit the vesset was neededbut tha wasrarely a
problen becaus ashae in a privatee could mea a

The two ships, lashed together with grappling fortune almosbvernight.
hooks so neither could escape, pounded away at one
another. The US®onhomme Richartbegan taking The British Navy began a systen of convoys to
the worst of the beating. The ship began to fill with protect its merchant shipping, but it was far from
water and fire broke out in several places. According to foolproof. The moment a merchantman dropped
one story, a gunner in a state of panic was about tobehind it was in immediae dange becaus a warship
strike the colors when Jones hurled his pistol at him, couldrit leavethe convoyto proted just oneship Then,
striking him down. The battle continued and the too, cawoys could protect only so mg ships.
fighting was furious. The outcome was uncertain until _ _
the end. The highlight of the battle came when, after ~ IU'S estimateltha Congresissua morethan 1,600
being asked if he had struck colors, Jones replied, COMMISsios for privatees during the Rewlutionary

Struck, sir? | have not yet begun to figiithese words ~ War. The privateers operated not only along the
inspire Sailors to this day. American coastlineshut also far out into the Atlantic

andeven into the English Channel and the Irish Sea.

Evely metha was practiced on both sides
to gain an advanage,and rakeeachother, and
| mug confes that the enem3s ship, being
more manageable than the Bonhomme
Richard, gained thereby several times an
advanageous situation in spite of my best
endeavos to pevent it.

What turned the tide of victory for Jones? It was
his forces aloft. Armed with muskets and climbing According to one reasonale estimate the British
along the interlaced rigging of the two ships, Jones’s were sad to have lost some 2,000 merchan ships,
men kept the deck of ti®erapisclear by shootingand ~ manne by crews totaling 16,000 to the American
dropping chains and other material down on the privateersThe merchanships capturel as prizes were
enemy. A member of Jones’ crew climbed to the mannel by prize crewsfrom the privateesand sailed to
Serapis maintop and managed to drop a hand a friendly port where the ships andgawere sold.

5-4



QL

Q2

Q3

Q4.

Q5.

REVIEW 1 QUESTIONS

What was the reasm for the formation of the
United States By?

During the late 18th centuy, battleshig were
classfied as—

During 1775 acraft was completel to fight the
British Navy. What type of craft was this, what
was it named, and wheas its nventor?

Wha is the significance of the 1776 raid on the
island of New Providence in the Bahamas?

The first official recognition of the American
Stass and Stripes flag by a foreign nation was
given by (a) what nation in (b) what location?

a.
b.

THE U.S.NAVY FROM 1783TO THE
CIVIL WAR

Learning Objectives When you finish this chapte,
you will be able to—

* Recognie the roles ard responsibilitis of the

Navy from 1783 to the Civil War to include the
War of 1812.

At the erd of the Rewlutionar War, anew federal
governmei was establishedin 1783 the Navy was
down to five ships The Navy was disbandedand the
last frigate, the USR\lliance was sold in 1785.

Soon Congressawthe neead for aNavy. Americds
smal merchan fleet was being molestel on the high
seasIn 1794 a Navy-conscios Congres authorized
theconstructio of six frigates Theywereto be of anew
design—long and strong. These ships had a
combinatia of firepower and class One of thes was
theUSSConstitution(fig. 5-2), which wascompletelin
1798 Thisship wasequipp& with 44 guns could sai at
131/2knots was 175 feet long (at itsgundeck)and had
a tonnagp rating of 1,57 tons Its mainmas towered
105 1/2 feet abve its decks.

Figure 5-2.—The new and radical US&onstitution built for
speed andirepower, helped to rid the Mediterranean of
the Barbary pirates.

NOTE

The USS Constitutionis still in commission
and can be seen at the BostawyYard.

The USS Constitutionfulfilled the thoughs and
dreans of PresidenJom Adams who did so mud to
form the U.S. Navy. Jom Adans establishd the Navy
Department in 1798.

THE EARLY YEARS

Between America’s first two wars with Great
Britain (the Rewlutionaly War and the Wer of 1812),
the early U.S. Navy was involved in two other
conflicts—the QuasiVar and the Barbary Statééar.

Studert Notes:

5-5



QuasiWar

The “Quad War’ with France 1798 - 1801, was
entirely anaval war. It followed worsenirg diplomatic
relatiorswith Franceincluding arefusa by the French
Secretary of Foreign Affairs to receive U.S.
representates unles a bribe was paid and a loan
granted The famots expressio “Million sfor defense,
but not one cert for tribute’ originated at thistime. The
Quas War was the baptign of fire for the United States
Navy under the aw Constitution.

Barbary StatesWar

The U.S. Navy was sert to the Mediterranea to
ded with the Barbay Stateswho were forcing other
natiors to pay ranson for sak passag throudh the
Mediterranen Sea During the campaign Lieutenant
Stepha Decatu and 84 seama slipped into the harbor
at Tripoli on Februay 16, 1804 and burned thecaptured
frigate USSPhiladelphia (fig. 5-3). Not a single
American Sailor was lost. Britain’s Admiral Lord
Nelsm describé the raid as “one of the mod bold and
daring acts of the ade

Figure 5-3.—Lieutenant Stephen Decatur and 84 seamen
slipped into Tripoli harbor and burned the captued
American frigate USSPhiladelphia

THE WAR OF 1812

The War of 1812 was brough on, in part because
theBritishwereimpressiig (forcing Americarsto seve
in the British Navy) American seamen. England
impressd American seama to make its presene felt
and demonstrate itower on the American continent.

On Augud 19, 1812 Captan Isaa Hull aboad the
USSConstitutiondefeate the British frigateGuerriere
(fig. 5-4), ard the USSConstitutiorearna@ itsnickname
“Old Ironsides’ The victory convinced Congres and
PresidenMadis that a stronge Navy was needé to
win thewar and protect the coumgtr

Figure 5-4.—During theWar of 1812, Captain Isaac Hull,
aboard the USSConstitution, defeated the British
frigate Guerriere

Almost a year after Hull's important victory,
anothe famots ewvert in our naval history occurredOn
September 10, 1813, Captain Oliver Hazard Perry
defeate aBritish squadro on Lake Erie and wrote his
dispatch “We havemet the eneny and they are ours”
Perrys win cut British suppl lineson the Gred Lakes,
gained control of Lake Erie, and strengthened the
American claim to the Northweserritory.

The Barbay States War and the War of 1812 saw
bigge shipscoming into the Navy. Typicd wasour first
ship-of-the-ling the USS Independencefoll owed by
the 74-gun USSlorth Caolina.

THE YEARS FROM 1813TO 1815

Following the War of 1812, our Navy underwent
technological changes. Before the Civil War, new
scientific advances foreshadowed the incredible
technological revolution that continues into today’s world.

Onechang wastheuseof steamTheNavy entered
a new era, an era of the “steam-driven warship.”
Harnessig the power of stean was the mog important
developmeinin the suface Navy during the first half of
the 19th centuy. Stean began to repla@ wind as a
mears of propulsion It promisel to eliminake sone of
the hazard and delays causeé by ships being blown off
course or left dead in thveate.

Studert Notes:
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The principles of steam power were known for Steamstp developmenovercane problensoneby
centuries. But, it was Robert Fulton who successfully usedone. For example—
steam to power a commercial steamboat. After making a
number of important modifications to James Watt's basic * Stronger engines werewloped;
steam engine, Fulton sailed his riverb@&rmontup the
Hudson River in 1807. Fulton helped build USS
Demologosthe Navy'’s first warship to use steam. It was * Cod as afuel was recognizel as more efficient
originally intended to defend the port of New York during
the War of 1812. The USBemologoswvas rechristened
the USSFultonin Robert Fulton’s honor. These changes didn’t happen overnight; they

required long periodsof trial and errar. Butinthe 1840s,

newideas were being explored by their proponentsOn

e Screwpropellesreplacelthepaddewheel and

thanwood.

1815TO THE CIVIL WAR

From 1815 to 1840, the Navy continued to expand its September 5, 1843, the Navy’s first successful
sailing fleet. In fact, more than 74 ships-of-the-line were steamshipthe USS Princeton was launched Its new

built. In 1837 the Navy launched the 3,104-ton USS type of propeller eliminated the vulnerable paddle
Pennsylvaniathe largest of America’s ships-of-the-line. wheek and permitted the ships engines to be placed

In 1841, the Navy launche the USSMissouriand below decks in protected spaces.
the USSMississippi Thegwere our first ocean-going,
steam-diven capitd ships At the same time the US
Navy was huilding bigge ships it was deweloping  included the folbwing:
steam pwered ships and iron clad ships.

Othea actiors betwea 1815 ard the Civil War

* The Navy took the first steps in Antarctic
_ At the same time it was harness_ing steam power fQFeproration Notably, LieutenanCharles Wil kesvisited
ship propulsion, the Navy was making advances in shipthe subpolar region in January 1840 and proved

construction. The Navy began making its ships with iron conclusvely that thedy landwas, infact, a continent.
instead of wooden hulls. In 1843, the Navy launched its

first iron-hulled warship—the paddle sloop USS * Following Texas admissia to the U.S. as the
Michigan This side-wheeler was 163 feet long and 28th state Mexicantroopscrosse the Rio Grande War
displaced 685 tons. It was powered by a 170-horsepowerproke out. The Mexican-America War was primarily a
two-cylinder, steam engine. Without using its sails, the |and war. However, the Navy did get involved. It
USSMichiganwas capable of making 8 knots. blockaded port cities in the Gulf and provided

Through the efforts of farseeing men like protecive action by the “Mosquito Fleet' during the
CommandeMatthew Calbraih Perry, USN, the Navy first large-scaé amphibiows operatian in U.S. military
was becomirg more steam consciousPeryy isreferred history—ttelanding of some10,0M U.S. troopsat Vera
to as the “Father of the Steam Navy.” He was Cruz (The Navy itself was not equippe to carty out
enthusiasti abou the possibilities of steamand wasin such an operatio at tha time) Marines were also
chage of constructio ard in commaud of the Navy's  inyolved in this war—they marched with Scott to
secor stean fri gate the USSFulton. The harnessig of Mexico City, coining the phrag “...from the halls of
steam power was considerd the mog importart naval

: Montezuma...” in thdamed Marinessong.
development since the cannon.

The newly built steamships posed problems if * The Navy was involved ir] diplomatic rel.ations.
engaged in battle. Their paddle wheels and steamCOommodore Matthew C. Perry signed a treaty with Japan

engine could be easily damage by eneny fire. This on March 31, 1854. This was the treaty that opened
problem was fixed by changimg the desig of the ships Japan’s ports to American trade and provisioning of
so tha the paddle-whekhousirg was enclose behind ships. England and Russia soon followed with their own
5-foot-thickwalls and set in an inbaiachannévay. treaties, all modeled after Perry’s.

Studert Notes:
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QL

Q2

Q3

Q4.

Q5.

REVIEW 2 QUESTIONS

After the Rewlutionaly War, wha was the next
significant role of the U.S. &y?

List the two conflicts tha the American Navy
was involved in betwea the Rewolutionary War
and thewar of 1812.

a.

Descritethe exert during the Barbay States War
tha Lord Nelsa though of asone of the most
bold and daring acts of thege

List two ewenssthat the U.S. Navy wasinvolved
in during thewar of 1812

a.

The Mexican-America War was primarily a

land war. However, the Navy provided what

service during thisvar?

THE U.S.NAVY FROM THE CIVIL WAR

TO THE 20TH CENTURY

Learning Objective: When you finishthischapte, you
will be able to—

Recognie the roles ard responsibilitis of the
Navy from the Civil War to the 20th centuy to
include the Civil War and the Spanish-American
War.

The lag half of the 19th centuy was atime of
chang for the United StatesMarked by two wars and
the first assassinatioof a United States Presidentit
was atimeof rapid changefor thecounty anditsNavy.

THE CIVIL WAR

This bloody struggke betwea the States was the
stagefor many eventsin U.S. naval history. Both Union
and Confederate navies engaged in shipbuilding
programsThes progransbrough theironclad erainto
being. Launched by the Union in 1862, U3&w
Ironsides a powerful ironclad, had the armor that
allowed it to surive 50 hits in one battle.

Ironclads

The Civil War saw the developmen of two famed
ironclads—the USSMerrimack (renamed the
CSS Virginia by the Confederay) and the Union's
USSMonitor (which sportal aturret) The USSMonitor
was ungainly, called acheeg box on a raft; howewer, it
and its Confederad counterparbegan the ironclad era.
The battle of the ships was indecisive; both sides
claimed victoy.

Also appearig on the scere were riverboatsrams,
and gunboats Probaby more change and advances
weremackin ship desigrsduring the 4yeaisof the Civil
War (1861 - 1865 than during any periad singe our
Navy had its start in 1775.

Submarines

The Confederat Navy took the next steps forward
in the developmen of the submarineThe USSHunley
was huilt with funds provided by Captan H. L. Hunley,
a man blessed with imagination but lacking in
practicaliy. The ends of this 25-foa craft were loaded
with ballag tankstha could be filled for descenbut had
to be hard pumpael for ascentPower was supplied by a
propelle fitted to acamshaifthat ran the lengt of the
ship andwas turned by as mg as eight men.

The CSSHunley was ajinx to the Confederate
Navy. On its first voyage it nosal into the mud and
refusel to surface killing its seven crew membersi|t
was hauled up and mooral at Jame Island wher a
passiig steame swampel it and six more crewmen
werelost It was hauled up onaee more and manna with
anothe crew, kut was swef over by anothe steamer
and another three men were Kkilled.

Studert Notes:
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A yourg Confedera lieutenant Geage Dixon,
wasconvinced that thebod could beusefu to the South.
The CSSHunley was moorel off Charlestois Sullivan
Island, just a few hundred yards from the USS
Housatonic In the first true submarir attadk in naval
histoty, Dixon cag off toward the large warship The
CSS Hunely attaked the USS Housatonicin calm
watessin the dak of night The submarire was sighted
by lookouts on the USSHousatoni¢ howewer, it didn't
havethetimeor theopportunit to strikebad or set sail.

The CSSHunleyhit the USSHousatonicdriving

its shaft deep into the ship’s hull. The heavy charge of
gunpowder the submergible was carrying went off
prematurely, and the C§8unleynever had achanceto
escape. It and all of its crew went down. The USS
Housatonichad the same fate. It was hit on the
starboard side and went down in just 4 minutes.
Another northern vessel movedtoitsrescue, and only a Figure 5-5.—Farragut (in rigging) at Mobile Bay.
few of its seamen were lost. Even though he lost his

life, Lieutenant Dixon had demonstrated that

submarines could be useful weapons of war. The Civil War producel many men whose names
are stillfamous in the Bvy:

Other Innovations
* Andrew Foote whose gunboas helpal General

Sone peopk associaté with the Navy during the Grant capture the Mississippivier fortresses
19th centuy were intereste in the air abovethe ocean.
The USSGeage Washingta Parke Custisof the Civil * John Dahigren, the father of modern naval
War days might be labelel as the Navy’s first “aircraft ordnancef(g. 5-6)

carrig.” Actually, it was aballoon boa used to launch
obsevation balloors ower eneny installations It was
122 feet long, and its total cosas $150.

Other Civil War Actions

Capture of Vicksburg. On the Mississippi River,
the capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi, by the combined
naval forces of Rear Admiral David G. Farragut, Acting
Rear Admiral David D. Porter, and the commander of the
Army in the West, General Ulysses S. Grant gave the
North control of the entire river. The capture of Vicksburg
cut off important Confederate supplies of food and
clothing coming from Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas.

Battle of Mobil e Bay. On Augud 5, 1864 David
Farraguf the Navy’s first admiral gave his famous
order “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!”
(Torped was the nane usda at the time for mines.)
Farraguts orde wontheBattleof Mobile Bay (fig. 5-5).

BMRITS0E

This victory closed the Souths mog imporf[art port Figure 5-6.—Rear Admird Dahlgren, standing next to one of
(since New Orlears had alread fallen) and tightened the guns he designed, was a leading pioneer in modenaval
the Union blockade. ordnance and gunney.
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e DavidD. Porte (Sm of the Captah of theEssgx), framing toreinforce Sh”:s so tha they could be useal to
who commanded the mortar flotilla in the ram their opponend as well as fire on them It was

capture of Mw Orleans severd yeais before an economichway to procesiron
strong enough for the entire construction could be
POST CIVIL WAR NAVY found. (Wooden ships had the advantage of being

) _ cheaper tduild than iron ships.)
Alfred T. Mahan (fig. 5-7) was one of the first

instructors at the Naval War College, and he influenced ~ After the Civil War, the Navy began a drawdown
naval strategy. In 1890, the first of his many books and Period A yea and ahalf after the war, thetotd number
articles on sea power was published. One of his booksOf Navy shipswas 236, with only 56 in ave service.

(The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660 - 3783 \world conditiors mack our County aware tha the
stressed that without control of the seas, a nation at warnayy wassmall Thereforein 188 and 1883 Congress
could not expect victory. He defined sea power; showed aythorizel the constructim of the “protecte cruisers”
the importance of understanding naval needs; andyss Atlanta, USSBoston and USS Chicago and the
advocated a large, powerful Navy capable of assemblinggispath boa USSDolphin, which had both mass for

an overwhelming force to defeat the enemy’s Navy. HiS sails and stacls for smdce. They were stee hulled and
books on sea power became the “bible” of many navies, signaled the end of the ironclads introduced only
and for many years, they influenced the thinking of naval 4q years earlier. Thes new cruises were in the 13- to

strategists. Part of our Navy's readiness for the war with 14 knq class They sportel new guns new types of
Spain was a result of the influence of his works. turrets. and arnto

Once more, the Navy began to rebuild its strength.
Continued changes were made as the new steel Navy
took on new shapes. Still clinging to the past, the USS
Newark a 4,098-ton protected cruiser, was the last of the
Navy’s warships to be fitted with sails. It was launched in
1890 and commissioned the following year. Because of
its many improvements, the USSewark has been
labeled aghe first modern cruiser in the U.S. Fleet

Withthedewelopmenof theself-propell@torpedo,
_ _ - long-rangtorped boasmacktheir debut. In189Q one
r';f:arfhig'rn_"ﬁa?;“'kﬁ;c’oﬁ';earn%f F")"r‘f\‘/' esérf‘ﬁz%g?t;ﬁgn of the first torpe boasjoined the fleet—the 22.5-knot
USSCushirg. The Navy acquirel 16 fad torpecd boats

controlling the oceans is the nation that maintains its
supremacy in war or peace. and three 185-ton boats capable of speeds of 27 knots.

Thedevelopmenof torped boascause the shape
of shipsto change An exampk was the USSTruxtun,
which led to the desig of our present-da destoyers.
Thes ships were designe to combd torped boats.
Later improvemens resultel in destoyers themseles
carrying torpedoes.

Surface Ships

Stean power was the maja developmen in ship
propulsion during the first half of the 19th centuy. Iron
constructiom of ships was the outstandiig development
of the seconl half. Thetwo developmenswert hard in
hand—all the navies of the world recognized the Subsurface Ships
advantags of steamn power, and iron warshis needed
large stean enginesto power them Theenginesinturn, Sinae surface ships were driven by steamwhy not
called for bigger ships to accommodate them. submarine®Steanrequiresair, fire, anrd heatandthose

werein limited suppl aboad asubmarineDuring the

Shipbuildersuseliron first asframing and thenasa 19th century, the internal combustion engine was
materid for the entire ship. Iron was first useal as dewveloped Use of this engire on ships had drawbacks.
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However, many of its problens were owercone by two
inventors—Joh Holland and Siman Lake. Holland and
Lake had opposite theories about the submarine.

¢ Holland thougtt submersia shoutl be mace by
power-diving, using the force of the propeller
and the angle of theoly planes.

¢ | ake sad boas shout desced on an even keel
with slight regative buoyarcy.

Lake was more interested in underwater

exploration than naval warfare Hethough asubmarine
could be equippel with wheek and driven alorg the
ocears floor, althoudh he did not pursie tha idea.

Holland was more practical; his design included a

workable torpedo tube, which kels did not.

Holland received a $150,000 contract from the

Navy for asubsuface vesselHis first attempfailed but
the Navy was impressd enoudn to award him another
contract. By 1898, he had built USBolland, a
cigar-shape craft, 52 feet long and 10 feet in diamete.
The USSHollandwas equippé with a gasolire engine
for suface power and generatas tha charged batteries
for undewate power. It wasarmed with atorped tube
tha fired an 18-inch torped and a bow gun recessed
into the hull. A New York newspape commentd that
“...theoffensve powersof theHollandare considering
the sizeand metha of attack far greate than any other
engine ofwar.”

the USSHollandhad to surface to permit the crew to look
out the conning tower; causing it to lose its greatest
advantage—surprise. Lake and a professor from Johns
Hopkins Uriversity worked out a design for the
periscope. The periscope, with various improvements,
remained the submarine’s basic visual aid until 1958.

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

At the end of the 19th century, the United States and
Spain became involved in diplomatic disputes about
Cuban independence, trade, and U.S. citizens living
there. On the evening of February 15, 1898, a terrific
explosion suddenly tore through the battleship USS
Maineat anchor in Cuba’s Havana harbor. The explosion
killed 250 American Sailors. The explosion was a major
reason for the start of the Spanish-American
War...Remember the Mairtzcame our battle cry.

Ore ewernt stoal out inthisshot war—Commodore
George Dewey’s seizure of Manila Bay in the
Philippines On May 1, 1898 he steamd into Manila
Bay ard ordered “You may fire when you are read;,
Gridley.” Dewey’s resounding victory destroyed
Spairis naval power inthe Eag and wasinstrumentéain
quickly ending thevar.

Shortly after the Battle of Manila Bay (fig. 5-8),
U.S. naval forcesat Cubacornerel the Spani$ Atlantic
Squadra at Santia@ Bay. On the morning of July 3,

The submarine’s problem of running blind when 1898 the Spanii squadra tried to bred out of the bay
submerged was corrected after Simon Lake and was completey destoyed Cuba and Puerb Rico
experimented with a set of prisms and lenses. Before thatfell shortly aftewards, &ectively ending thavar.

Figure 5-8.—Battle of Manila Ba.
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QL

Q2

Q3

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

REVIEW 3 QUESTIONS

List the naval developmens during the lag part
of the 19th centyr

a.

After the developmen of theironclad what was
the Confederate &y’s rext achevement?

During the Civil War, the U.S. Navy’s first
admiral gave the famous order, “Damn the
torpedoesFull spe@ ahead List the admirals
name and battle where bawe the orde

Descrile how Alfred T. Mahan influencel naval
strategy.

What was the major cause of the
Spanish-AmericakiVar?

Who was instrumenta in quickly endirg the
Spanish-AmericakiVar?

THE NAVY FROM 1900 THROUGH
WORLD WAR |

Learning Objective: When you finishthischapte, you
will be able to—

* Recognie the roles ard responsibilitis of the
Navy duringWorld War .

The 20th centuy began with a world at uneasy
peaceBetwea the end of the 19th centuy and WWI,
the U.S. Navy developed some new weapons. For
example in April 1900 the Navy acceptd its first
operational submarine, US®lland.

SUBMARINES

The Navy continued to experiment with the
developmenof submarinethroughotithenext decade.
One of the main problens continuel to be the gasoline
engine—t heatel up and gaveoff fumestha overcame
many of the cew.

The gasolire engire was replacel by the diesel
engine The first diesé engine were installed in the
USS Skipjack (SS 24) and the USS Stugeon (SS 25).
Thes newengines required no complicate ignition or
sparkirg systems producel fewer fumes and were
cheaper to operate. The diesel engine and electric
battey remainel as the main propulsio systens for
submarines until nucleaower emeged in the 1950s.

DESTROYERS

Destroyers had been used primarily to deliver
torpedo attacks. With the development of the submarine,
they became submarine hunters. Construction of our first
destroyer, which displaced 420 tons, began in 1899.
Destroyers proved so successful that building these ships
began on a large scale. From 1892 to 1914, the start of
World War |, over 50 destroyers were built; and 273 were
ordered during the war.

CRUISERS AND BATTLESHIPS

The battleshp resultel from the majar changsin
ship desiq tha took place during the 19th centuy.
Battleships carried heavy guns and corresponding
arma protection The United Stateshad begun building
its battlewagonsinthelate 1880s ead succeedigclass
had mordirepower than the one before.
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By 1895, the heavy elements of the U.S. Fleet One such man was Navy Captain Washington Irving
consisted of 15 steel cruisers, the heavy cruiserN88  Chambers, the U.S. Navy’s first officer in charge of
York and three battleships. The first two battleships were aviation. Captain Chambers’ initial involvement was to
the USSTexas commissioned on August 15, 1895, and answer letters from air-minded citizens and observe and
the USSMaine commissioned on September 17, 1895. report on aviation developments of particular concern to
Both were listed as “second-class” battleships. The thirdthe Navy. What started as a collateral duty soon was a
ship, the USSndiana (BB 1), was commissioned in  full-time job, and Chambers became a strong supporter
1895. It was our first “first-class” battleship. ofthose who wanted to see the sea service add an air arm.

In 1906, the United States began a large InApril 1911 the Officeof Aviationin Washington,
battleship-building program. Five battleships were ofthe p.C,, consistel of only Captan Chambersin May, he
same class as the US&w Mexicaand USSColoradg wrote requisitiors for two machine mace of wood,
however, they weren't completed until after World War l.  canvas bambogrubbe, and metal—two airplanesthe
Based on lessons learned from wartime experiencesA-1 ard the A-2. Earlier in the yea, acivilian, Eugene
many improvements were incorporated into their design. Ely, had successfuj taken off from and later landed a
For example, battleships of the same class as the USSiplare on aplatform rigged aboad USSPennsylvania
Coloradowere the firstones equipped with 16-inchguns. (ACR 4), demonstrating the practical use of naval

aircraft.
NAVAL AVIATION _ _
Shortly thereafte the Navy acceptd delivery of its

As the 19th century drew to a close, the Wright first airplang the A-1. The A-1 wes first flown by
brothers were working on their flying craft. The Wright Lieutenan T. G. Ellyson, the Navy's first aviator. The
brothers'first flights at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, began A1 was foll owed by the A-2; naval aviation had gotten
the vision of the future. Most people thought of flying as a ©ff the ground.
stunt or a sport, while others talked about crossing the

. ; By October 1911, the N
ocean by airplane. One European wrote in part, y e Navy was ready to try

durability flights. Lieutenans Ellyson and J. H. Towers

...flights over the ocean will be made attemptel a flight from Annapols to Fort Monroe,
possibe by anewtype of ship...[it§ deckwill Virginia. After flying 112 milesin 122 minutes the pair
be clear of all obstacles, flat and wide as was forced down somewhat short of their goal by
possibk ...[itwill] hawetheaspetof alanding mechanichproblems Although a failure in part, the
field...its speed shall equal that of a flight paved the way for successfLdurability tessinthe
cruiser...housig of planes will be arranged following months.
below deck and planes will have folding )
wings...anl to onesidethere will betheservice Basel ontremendos headvay macein afewshort
personnel workshap yearsin 1914 Secretay of the Navy JosephaDaniels

prophesied “...the science of aerial navigation has
Othess saw the potentid of aircrat servirg as an reachd tha point where aircrat mug form alarge part
extension of themight and range of anaval forceat sea.  of our naval force for offensive and defensive
They were convinced tha airplanes wouldnit be used operations It had becone eviden tha theairplare was
just for circus sideshows and crop-dusting. They nolonge merel aplaything of therich or eccentric—it
believed aircrat would transpot troops acros oceans ~ had become a vital part of our natiemeapory.

and be equipped to st dfensvely.
) ) ) OTHER DEVELOPMENTS F ROM 1900
The Navy was again looking upward. As the Assistant THROUGH WWI

Secretary of the Navy, Theodore Roosevelt recommended

that the Secretary of the Navy appoint two officers “...of Meanwhile the Navy was switching from cod to
scientific attainments and practical ability...” to examine oil as fuel for its ships USSNevada (BB 36) was the
Professor Samuel P. Langley’s flying machine and reportfirst of the battleshis to use oil. The day of the coal
on its potential for military use. passemwas on thavay out.
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Navy involvemert in exploration continuel during
the first decade of the century. On April 6, 1909,
CommandeRobet E. Peay, accompanie by Matthew
Henson, reached the North Pole.

In preWorld Wer | days the Navy also carried out
its role as a diplomatc am of the government On
Decembel6, 1907 the Grea WhiteFled left Hampton
Roads Virginia, for a round-theworld cruise to show
the flag. The exercise demonstrate the strengh of the
U.S. Navy.

Although the United States enterel World War |
late, the Navy had plenty of time to make history. On
May 4, 1917, six American destoyers commandd by
Commander Joseph K. Taussig steamed into
Queensiwn, Ireland They becane the first U.S. Navy
shipsto operaein Europea wateisduring World War 1.
The ewent, billed asthe“return of theMayflowey’ was a
gred morak booste and aid for the Allied forces The
incidert is probaby bes rememberd by Commander
Taussigs simple remak upan reportirg to the British
admirdinchage “I shal beread/ whenrefueledsir.”

Destroyers became a primary symbol of
British-American cooperatio during WWI. Destioyers
were the main defeng againd German U-boats which
were practicirg unrestricte warfare and terrorizing the
seasU-boa attacls were one reasm for our entry into
thewar.

The British and Americans exchanged signals, codes

destroyers USHicholsorand USS-anningwere the first
U.S. ships to sink an enemy submarine.

When the United States enterel World War |, naval
aviation asset were limited. The nation had only 54
aircraft 1 air station and 287 personnkassignd to
aviation. The nation had no armed forces or operations
abroad.

In spite of its size the air amm proved its value as a
supportirg unit to suface antisubmarie (ASW) forces.
Navy pilots seved with Allied units in Frane and
England The airplare createl anew breal of herg the
ace Ninetea yea-old Lieutenam David Ingalls, later
Assistam Secretay of the Navy (Air), flew aSopwith
Camel to become theaMy’sfirst ace.

In World War |, the women'’s role in the Navy came
into its own. In 1811, a Navy surgeon recommended
employing women in hospitals to care for the Navy’s sick
and wounded. The ideawas notacted upon atthattime.

NOTE

In the Civil War, women nursesalthoudh not
part of theNavy, sewved aboad thehospitd ship
USSRel Rover in the medicad departmentin
the war of 1898 the first trained nurses in the
Navy, though not an official unit, were
statione at the Norfolk Naval Hospitd to care
for the injured A decae later (in 1908) the
Nurse Corpsvas dficially born.

As the nation readial itself for World War 1, it
neede Yeomea and personnkin related jobsto handle
the growing demarl from headquarteyand naval shore
stationsJosephaDaniels Secretay of the Navy, aked
hislegal advisors“l sthere any lawthat says a Yeoman
mug be aman? The answe was no, but until that time
only men had been enlisted “Then enrol womenin the
Naval Reseve as Yeomelj' the Secretay said In such
jobs headdedthey would offer thebeg “assistanethat
the country can pwide.”

Immediately after the United States entered World
War |, women were enlisted on a large scale “in order to

. S . _ 'release enlisted men for active service atsea.” By the time
and inventions in combining their destroyer forces to seek

out and attack the German submarines. Destroyers serve
as escorts for troopships and supply convoys for the Allies,
helping to ensure their safety. On November 17, 1917, the

g1e armistice was signed, 11,275 women were enlisted in
ervice as Yeomen (F). They handled most of the clerical
work at the Navy Department, in addition to many highly
important special duties. Yeomen (F) were stationed in
Guam, the Panama Canal Zone, and Hawaii, in addition
to the United States and France. About 300 “Marinettes,”
as the female enlisted personnel of the Marine Corps
were designated, were on duty during the war. Most of
them were stationed at Marine Corps Headquarters at the
Navy Department, although a number were assigned
with Marine Corps recruiting units.

All Yeoman (F) were releasd from acive duty by
July 31, 1919 Secretay Daniek sert the following
messagtothe Yeomen (F): “l tiswith dego gratitudefor
thesplendd servierendere by the Yeomen (F) during
our nationdemegercythat | conveytothemthesincere
appreciatio of the Navy Departmenfor their patriotic
cooperatioti
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REVIEW 4 QUESTIONS

All questions in this review concern WWI.

QL1 Before WW I, the Navy built suiface ships and
submarinesWhat othe developmen occurred
then that is still a big part of today’'s naval
arsenal?

Q2

What was one reasm why the U.S. Navy was
depbyed?

Q3.

Describe the role of &y destoyers.

Describe the role of the air forces.

Q4.

Q5.

Whatwas the role of vy women?

THE NAVY FROM 1920TO 1950

Learning Objective: When you finishthischapte, you
will be able to—

* Recognie the roles ard responsibilitis of the
Navy from 1920 throudh 1950 to include World
War Il and the posivar years.

The world was changirg rapidly from the end of
WWI to 195Q During the 1920s the world economy
boomed then fell. In the 1930s there was the “Great
Depressiori In 1939 World War 1l began In this
sectionyou will leam abou sore of the developments
made by the U.S. &wy.

1920T0O 1940

Between 1920 and 1940, the U.S. Navy was
dewelopirg its aviation am to include aircrat carriers
and airships and airplanesAlso, it was kuilding up its
destoyer strength.

Aviation

Great strides in aviation had been made during World
War |, and the end of the war did not slow the pace of
progress. On May 8, 1919, three Navy Curtiss (NC)
flying boats taxied into the bay of Far Rockaway, New
York, and took off for Europe. Plagued by mechanical
difficulties, two NCs failed to make it. The NC-4, piloted
by Lieutenant Commander Albert C. Read, became the
first airplane to fly the Atlantic. LCDR Read’s message
from Lisbon, Portugal, to the President read, “We are
safely across the pond. The job is finished.” The NC-4 is
now located at the National Museum of Naval Aviation,
Pensacola, Florida.

With transoceanic aircraft a reality, the Navy
continued to research the use of rigid airships in its air
arm. In 1923Shenandoatvas launched. During a severe
squall in 1925, th&&henandoabroke in half and killed
14 men. At that time, some authorities questioned the
safety of the airship since it was fueled with highly
flammable hydrogen. In spite of some opposition, the
Navy continued to test rigid airships throughout the next
decade. In 1931, USBkronwas launched. Thé&kron
crashed in 1933 during a thunderstorm, killing the entire
crew.

In Novembe 1929 a Ford trimotor aircraft named
theFloyd Bennettcarried CommandeRichad E. Byrd
ard his crew on the first flight over the Sout Pole.
CommandeByrd therely becane the first man to fly
over both poles.

In1933,Maconwascommissionedlwoyeasslater
the Macon also crashel into the sea The Navy then
abandoned research and construction of rigid airships.

Aircraft Carriers

In 1934 the USSRarger, the first carrier designed
fromthe ked up, joined thefleet Alsointhe 193Gsand
prewar 1940s, the large aircraft carriers USS
Enterprise USSWasp USSHornet, and USSYorktown
were commissioned.
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Those carriers played an important role in the
prewar years They were usal in exercises to teg the
possibility of launchirg air attacls from their decks.
During fleet maneuvers, naval aviators received
excellert training in mod attacls on Peal Harba.
Flying predawn missions from carriers, flyers
theoreticaly destoyed the U.S. Fled and its aircraft
there. Fleet commanders were impressed by the
flexibility of the air arm, but no one else seeme to pay
much attention to thexercises.

Destroyers

Betwea thetwo world wars the United States huilt
the Navy’s destoyer fleet to 184 ships Destioyersalso
becane prime factois in Americds policy to turn over
older destoyers (fig. 5-9) to Britain after the British
enterel the war againg Germany. When the Japanese
attaked PealtHarba, adestoyer, USSWard (DD 139),
was amory the first American forcesto fire againg the
enemy, sinking a Japanese midget submarine.
Destroyers went on to distinguish themselves in
fighting eneny submarine both in the Atlantic and
Pacific theaters.

Figure 5-9.—Destoyer built shortly after World War I.

WORLD WAR Il

On the morning of Decembe 7, 1941, the “Rising
Sur cane out of the wed when the Japanespounced
on Peat Harba. On tha morning over 15 U.S. Navy
shipswere surk or damagedincluding all 8 battleships
of the Pacific Fled (fig. 5-10). Sone 3,40 Navy and
Marine Corps personnkwere killed or wounded The
United States declaredar on Japan theert day.

Figure 5-10.—The day of infany.

Pacific Arena

The Japanesattadk on Peal Harba was the first
attadk in history conducte solely fromaircrat carriers.
The attak proved beyond a doult that aircrat had
become an essential part of naval armament.
Fortunatey, no United States carriess were lost during
the attadk on Peal Harba. The USS Yorktown, USS
Wasp and USS Rarger were in the Atlantic, and the
USS Saatoga was in San Diego. The USSLexington
was abou 425 miles souh of Midway, ard the USS
Enterprisewas 200 miles west of the Pearl Harbo

The JapanesImperid Navy capturel island after
island in the South Pacific as it advanced toward
Australia The U.S. Navy's air am finally stoppel that
advanein early May 1942 which s the scere for the
turning point of thevar in thePacffic.

AttheBattl e of Coral Seathetwo fleetsnever saw
eadt other—tte battle was fought entirely with aircraft
launchel from carriers The USS Lexingtonarnd USS
Yorktown jointly unde the commaunl of Admiral F. J.
Fletche, launchel 93 attak planesagaind the Japanese
carriers Shoho, Shokakuand Zuikaku Within
5 minutes the Shohowas hit with 10 heavy bomls and
15torpedoesThe USSLexingtorisradio cracklel with
the woice of Lieutenain Commande Dixon of the air
group “Scratd one flattop. Dixon to carria, scratch
one flattop!” The othe two eneny carries were so
badly damaged tha their services to the Japanesfleet
werelost for weeks The United States suffered theloss
of an oiler, an escort and the USS Lexington Even
thoudh American losse were heavy in tonnag and
men, Australia had beeawwd from nvasion.
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Theturning point of the war in the Racific camethe
next month at the Battl e of Mi dway. The Japaneshad
concentratd on the centra Pacific with theintention of
occyying Midway Island The four-carriar Japanese
tak force was me by a U.S. carrig force The U.S.
forceincludead the carries USSYorktown,USSHornet
ard USSEnterprise plus Navy, Marine, and Army air
units from Midvay.

Dive bombes proved to be the downfall of the

Japanese carrier force. When the battle ended, thehad

Japaneshad lost four carriers one heavy cruise, and
258 aircraft The United Stateshad lost 132 aircraft the

theoperation was acomplet failure 1t wasthedeciding
catastroph for their Navy. The loss of the Philippines
several their empire and thehomelarm was cut off from

itsmain soure@of supply fromthesouth Withthelosses
at Okinawa andlwo Jima, the wer in the Pacific was
approaching it§inal days.

European Arena

Onthe Atlantic side of World Wer 11, the U.S. Navy
been fighting off U-boasinthelong-runnirg Battle
of the Atlantic. The Navy protectel convoys bourd for

Europe. Small escort carriers dubbed “jeeps” were
operating with convoys; and their aircraft were
successfully attacking German submarines as they

destoyer USS Hammann(DD 412), ard the aircraft
carri USS Yorktown (CV 5). In April 1943 another
USS Yorktownwas commissionegand it continuel in

the proud tradition established by its predecesso

In Novembe 1942 the Navy fought the Battle of
Guadalcanal After 3 days of bitter fighting, the
Japanesnaval forcesretreatedand U.S. Marineswere
able to secue the island With the fall of Guadalcanal,
the southen Solomors cane unde Allied contrd and
Australiawas in less danger of attack.

On Jure 19, 1944 U.S. Tak Force 58 (fig. 5-11)
caugh the combinal Japanes fleet steamig out of
Tawi in the southen Philippines The Battle of the
Philippin e Seaendal with the Japanescarria forces
shot of ships planesgas and pilots. Unabkto replace
thesetheImperid Navy was never ableto recover from
lossesalthoudt many desperatbattlesweretofoll ow.

Figure 5-11.—Part of Task Force 58 at anchor in the Marshall
Islands, April 1944.

The fina blow to the JapanesNavy cane October

surfacal to rechage their batteries Limited range of
land-basd airplanes was no longe asignificart factor;

and distance offered no sanctuary for the U-boat.
Eventually, the German submarine menace was

contained and Englard and Europe gat vital supplies
and troops.

The Navy’s mog notabk Atlantic action may have

been its part in the June 6, 1944, invasion of
Normandy—the largest amphibious operation in

history. Thegreatesarmadh e\er assemblé carried out

minesweeping, shore-bombardment, amphibious

operationsand transportd supplies ard troops Those

operations let the Allies complete D-Day landings

successfully andventually push on to Germwg

Widespred fighting on the oceais brough about
the kuilding of a fleet unlike any in history. This was a
swift striking force It had the advantags of speed,
mobility, and surprise yet it possessithe firepower
ard protecive arma to stard and slug it out with enemy
forces Sud afleet was mack up of ships with names
synaiymous with heroism sud as the USS Tarawa,
USS Missouri (fig. 5-12), USS Tucson,USS Higbee
and USSO’Bannon

Other Events during WWII

During the 5-yea periad endirg in late 1944 9
milliontonsof vesseshad been addel tothe U.S. Navy.

23, 1944. In a last-chance effort to salvage the One novel developmen was the large assortmenof

Philippinesthe Japanessert anaval forcetothelLeyte
Gulf to attadk the U.S. Fleet Their plan bacKired and

landing shipsthat began appearigintheearly stageof
thewar.
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Figure 5-12.—V-J Day aboard USSMissouri. Fleet Admiral
Nimit z signs the Japanese surender document on
2 September 1945.

Possiby themog versatikof themany newtypesof
ships kuilt during World War 11 were the destoyer
escorts now called frigates Othe types kuilt during
that time included attack cargo ships, transports,
barracls ships net tendersrepar ships rada pickets,
minelayersand mine sweepersThos ships aswell as
many otha types of ships too humerows to mention,
changed the shape of the U.SwviN almostovernight.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor
111 American submarine were in commission 60 in
the Atlantic Fleet and 51 in the Pacific. After the
invasian of North Africa, U.S. effortswereconcentrated
in the Pacific, leaving submarine operations in the
Atlanticto U.S. Allies. The Pacffic becane the hunting
grounds for American submarine forces.

The numbe of American submarine during the
war pe&ed at 247. During the war, the United States
lost 52 of theeboasalongwith 3,506 submarinersThe
numbe of vesset surk by U.S. submarins played a
maja pat in the American victory in World War 1.
American submarine sark 1,73 Japanes merchant
ships and more than 200 combatantsThos vessels
representé 55 percet of the totd Japanestonnage
surkinthe war. For anisland nation sucdasJapanthose
figures representedfatal impact.

Radar and sonar came into full use during World War
Il. The English used them initially to combat German
U-boats, but they were also incorporated into the

important of the submarine’s senses. Hydrophones listen
for sounds from other ships and the echoes of sound
waves transmitted from the submarine itself.

Women in the Navy

Twenty-one years after the Yeomanette era,
women were needed to fill an acute shortage of
personnel caused by rapid expansion of the Navy for
World War Il. On July 30, 1942, Congress authorized
establishment of the Women’s Reserve, with an
estimated goal of 10,000 enlisted women and 1,000
officers. This new organization had certain
congressional limitations. Women could not serve at
sea or outside the continental United States and could
not exercise military command over men. They could
not go beyond lieutenant commander on the pro-
motion ladder. On August 41942 Mildred Helen
McAfee was sworn in as Lieutenant Commander, U.S.
Naval Reserve, to become Commander of the
Women’s Reserve.

A boa canp for women voluntees was established
at Hunte College in New York City. It was promptly
dubbel USS Hunte. Since bast training lastal from 6
to 8 weeks, every other week some 1,680 women
seama had to be housed fed, ard uniformed (The
"housirg was provided in 17 apartmenbuildings near
the colkge t&kenover by the Nwvy.)

At abou the sarme time, three othe schoo were
commissiond in the Middle Weg to train enlisted
women as Yeomen Stor&keepers and Radiomen In
July 1943 the Navy Japanes Langua@ Schod in
Boulde, Colorado, opened t@omen.

Navy women caneto work the sanme houisas Navy
men standirg both day and night watchesThey stayed
in uniform at all times except in the barracls or when
ergagel in acive sports They were called on to meet
the sane standard of neatnes and goad belavior as
thoserequired of menin uniform. In short womenwere
fitted into the Navy as an integrd patt of the service.
They slipped into the same spot in the chain
commaul as the men they replacel ard performel the
sane duties This systen gaveNavy women the same
status, responsibilities, and restrictions as men.

of

The first Reseve classfication for women officers

submarine as an attack aid. Sonar has become the mostas W-V(S), meanirg WomanVoluntee (Specialist).
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Professo Elizabeh Reynard (later LT Reynard came
up with the termWomen Appointed for Voluntary
Emergency ServicdWAVES. That term was later
change to Women Accepte for Voluntary Emegency
ServiceTheinitialsWR and thetermWomers Reserve
were official, and sonme women preferral theetermsto
the equally &icial, but less formal, terfiVA/ES

As the Women’s Resge obseved its second
anniversary on July 30, 1944, it could look back upon a
brief but glowing record of expansion and achievement.
During its 2 years of existence, its members had freed
enough officers and men to crew a fleet of 10 battleships,
10 aircraft carriers, 28 cruisers, and 50 destroyers.

During World War 1I, WAVES were directly
eligible for 34 differert ratings They performel nearly
every conceivable type of duty at 500 naval shore
establishments.

THE POSTWAR YEARS

Unlike the placid years following World War 1, the
postwar period from 1945 to 1950 was a busy one. The

membes to appropriaé componert of the permanent
Naval Reseve.

Antarctic exploration. Following World War I,
the U.S. Navy turndl its attention once again to the
exploration of Antarctica. In 1946, Operation
Highjump got undervay. Seaplang flying from the
openseaardtheairstrip at Littl e Americaphotographed
the interior and coastline of the “white continént

Naval aviation. Naval researcher continuel to
dewvelop new, specializé ships and new planes capable
of providing swift aid to Allies in a world of uneasy
peaceAll naval aircraft, featurirg the mog advanced
rada and sona systemswere redistrbuted into patrol,
attack, andighter squadrons.

Jet aircraft were perfected during the postwar years.
In June 1948, a squadron of FHRhantomsjualified for
carrier operations aboard US&ipan(CVL-48). Carrier
flight decks were redesigned to launch and recover jets.

Submarinesand nuclear power. During thistime,
the Navy was speeding development of the most
revolutionary advancement in the history of

United States emerged from the war with an awarenesssubmarines—nuclegower. Early in World War 11, as

that it couldn’t afford any major cutbacks in military
strength. The United States had become a nation
committed to trading with and protecting other countries.
The only way that responsibility could be discharged was
by the maintenance of a strong and ready Navy.

Navy women Since the WAVES had proved their
worth during the war, the Navy wasreluctar to give up
its prograns for women After the war, a numbe of
Navy women were retainel in service Howewer, by the
fourth anriversay of the programonly 9,80 remained
on acive dut.

The Women’'s Armed Services Integration Act,
Public Law 625 was passéd by the Sena¢ and the
House ard signal by the President It becane law
Jure 12, 1948 marking anothe step forward That was
perhap the mog significart milestore to datk in the
history of womeninthe Navy. That ad gave vomen full
partnership on the Navy team and abolished the
Womeris Reseve. For the first time, women becane a

part of the Rgular Navy.

At the sane time the Regular Navy openda to
women the Reseves establishd aprogran for women
volunteersThe new laws authorizel the transfe of all

part of theNavy’s initial researb ontheatom proposals
were mack to dewelop atomic power for use afloat.
However, most of that work was diverted to
dewvelopment of the atomic bdm

Nuclea power was the long-awaited propulsion
sour@ for the submarine It turned the submersible
surface ship into atrue submarine capabé of almost
indefinite operation It was no longe bourd to the
eartis atmosphere.

In September 1947, Captain H. G. Rickover
informally requestd the first study of the applicatio of
a high-pressurewater-cooled reacta for a submarine.
Personnkof the Daniek Pile Division at O& Ridge,
Tennessee, undertook that stud

In January 1948, the Department of Defense
requested that the Atomic Energy Commission
undert&ethe design developmentand constructio of
anuclea reacta tha would propé a naval submarine.

In Decembe 1948 the Commissim contracte the
Westinghous Electric Corporatian to develop design,
construct, operate, and test a prototype nuclear
propulsion plant Theoutconeof thosefforts wasUSS
Nautilus
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REVIEW 5 QUESTIONS

Q1 Wha wasthe significanc of the Battle of Coral
Sea?

Q2. List the othe maja naval battles in the Pacific
during World War Il and describe their
significance.

a.

Q3. Descriletheroleof theU.S. Navy inthe Atlantic

Ocean duringVorld War |I.

Q4. The shap of the Navy change during World
War Il becaus of new ships introducel during
this period List sone of the types of ships that
were introduced during this period.

Q5. What is the sigriicance of the date 30 Jul 437

Q6. What isthe significane of the Womeris Armed
Services Inggration Act?

THE NAVY FROM 1950TO 1990s

Learning Objective: When you finish thischapte, you
will be able to—

* Recognie the roles ard responsibilitis of the
Navy from 1950 to 1990 to include the Korean
Conflict, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf.

Asthe secom half of the 20th centuy arrived, the
United States had been at peae for 5 years and the
Navy was involved in many scientific pursuits.
However, scientific andexploratory pursuits were
interrupted by the outbreak of th@rean Conflict.

THE KOREAN CONFLICT

Supporté by the United Nations the United States
agree to give the Republt of Korea air and naval
assistanceThree days after tha decision Jure 29,
195Q the cruiseg USS Juneauard the destoyer USS
Dehavertfired thefirst shots of thevar.

When North Korea attacked south of the 38th
paralle| the Navy was called on for close air suppot to
knodk out bridgesand block eneny suppl routes Navy
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jets flew from carriers for the first time in a war
situation Unlike World War 11, the eneny didn't have

the capability to strike our carriers so pilots launched
their Corsairs and Banshees on the first sustained
ground-support missions in hisyor

The helicopte also cane of age during the Korean
Conflict. First studied and developed in 1942 when the
Navy received four Sikorskys, the choppers were
spottes for artillery. In Korea they flew emegercy
suppy runsand took pait indired combad duties Later,
the helicopte was usal as acago transpot between
ships during underway replenishment, search and
rescee missions and ASW exercises Korea was the
testing ground for the helicopter and many other
innovations our forces currently use.

On September 15, 1950, under massive shore
bombardment by U.S. Navy ships, the amphibious
landings at Inchon began The successfuoperatia cut
enemy communications, split enemy forces, and
dissolved eneny resistanein tha area The shelling of
suppl roads far inland by the battleshp USSMissouri
demonstrate anewtacticd concept Tha concepwas
the Navy’s ability to intervene successfuit in aground
operationfar ashore.

The Korean Conflict (fig. 5-13 and fig. 5-14) lasted
until July 1953. Other events were happening in the Navy
while the war was being waged. For example, a program
was established giving outstanding enlisted women the
opportunity to receive commissions in the Regular Navy.

-
Phobograph courtesy of MFrancisJeffery.
Figure 5-13.—KoreanWar Memorial.

Phobograph courtesy of M FrancisJeffery.
Figure 5-14.—KoreanWar Memorial—soldier.

KOREA TO VIET NAM

The 195G was atime of changeBy the erd of the
decade, most operational aircraft in the attack and
fighter arsenas of the sea servie were jets More and
more angled-dek carrieis were authorized and new
deck-edg elevators allowed simultaneostakedfsand
landings.

The USSNautilus the first nuclea submarinewas
first put to seaon Januay 17, 1955 Unda Commander
Eugere P. Wilkinson, the USSNautilustransmitte the
historic signal “Underway on nuclea power.” On its
shakedown cruise in May 1955, the U3®&utilus
steamd submeged from New London Connecticutto
SanJuanPuerbRico. Ittraveled over 1,30 milesin 84
hours—a distan@ 10 times greate than the recod for
continuously submerged travel by any previous
submarine.

After morethan 2yeaisof operaticnand evaluation,
theUSSNautiluswasrefueledin April 1957 Onits first
nuclea core it steamd atotd of 62,56 miles, it made
morethan half of that cruisswhiletotally submeged A
conventionally powered submarir the size of the USS
Nautiluswould haverequiral over 2 million gallons of
fuel oil to duplicaktha feat A train of tark cars ower a
mile and a half long would have been necessar to
transport that amount of fuel.
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OnAugug 12, 1958 the USSNautiluscompletel a guided-missile cruiser USBainbridge launched
history-makirg transpola voyage from Peal Harba, April 15, 1961; the guided-missile cruiser U%8ng
Hawaii, to Portland England After diving unde theice Beach commissioned September 9, 1961; and the
near Point Barrow, Alaska, on August 1, 1958, it carrier USSEnterprise commissioned November 25,
becane the first submarie to read the geographic  1961. On October 3, 1964, those three ships ended
North Pole. Operation Sea Orbit, a 64-day long, around-the-world,

_ unreplenished cruise.
Nuclear submarines produced after the USS

Nautiluscontinuel to pione& new area of submarine It was during this time that space exploration
operations. The USSeawolf the Navy's second (fig.5-15 began TheVanguad, a 31/2-poun payload,
nuclea-powered submarineoperate as an acive unit was deelopel by the Naval Researh Laboratoy. On
of the Atlantic Fleet On Octobe 6, 1958 it completel a March 17,1958 it was placed into orbit toted asystem
record-breakig 60-day run, traweling a distane of designed to launch earth satellites during the
13,761 miles subrmged. internation& geophysicd yea (IGY). Now the oldest

_ _ _ _ man-maesatellieinorbit, itis expecteltoreman aloft
While the USSNautilus was still undergoing  for 2,000 years.

operational testing, the Navy began development of a
ballistic missile of intermediate range. Brought from
conceptiontoinitial operationin 5 years’time, the Polaris
fleet ballistic missile (FBM) weapons system was mated
with nuclear propulsion. That development produced a
virtually invulnerable missile-firing submarine. Today,
the missile-firing submarine constitutes one of the
highest priority elements of the United States’ deterrent
capability; that is, a deterrent to nuclear conflict.

Ead Polars submarie could laund 16 two-stage
ballistic missiles poweread by solid-fud rocket motors,
containirg a self-containd inertid guidane system.
The Polaris provided a combined explosive power
greate than the totd of all the bombs droppel by all
aircraft during World War II. Nuclear propulsion
enablelthee Polarssubmarinetoreman onpatrd for
extendel periods hidden beneah the surface of the sea,
ready to launch their missiles.

Figure 5-15.—®wen original NASA astronauts.

On station, a Polaris submarine maintained
compleeradio silence receaving radio messagewhile
submeged but nat transmittirg to prevert giving anay Naval officers also participated in space exploration.
itslocation Each shiphad two compleecrews, theBlue ~ OnMay5,1961, Commander Alan B. Shepard, Jr., made
ard the Gold, of abou 130 peopk each The Polaris America’s first suborbital flight. The 15-minute shot in
operatelon asystentha reflectel amajar changinthe ~ Freedom7 went 116.5 miles into space.

Navy’s traditiond ship-mannig methods The crews
alternated on approximately 3-month-long
depbyments providing maximum on-statia time for
the submarinelts endurane was limited only by the
limitations of its personnel.

VIET NAM

Although the United States was at peae foll owing
the Korean Conflict, events were huilding tha would
plungethecountly intoanothe conflict. Sinee 1959 the

Submarines were followed by the world’s first Frend had beeninvolved in fighting in acounty most
nuclear-powered surface warships. They were the Americans had ever heard of—Vietnam.
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Photbgraph courteg of Mr. F4rancis Jiéery. Photgaph courtesy of M FrancisJeffery.
Figure 5-16.—TheWwall . Figure 5-18.—Vietnam memorial—soldie.

Americans were introduced to Vietnam in 1965. In Vietnam’s delta area. (By early 1972 all boats and the
that year, the United States entered the Vietnam Policeresponsibility for delta operations had been turned over
Action. This police action, which caused conflict at to the South Viethamese Navy.) Naval construction
home as well as on the battlefield, lasted until battalions (Seabees) built several military bases and
Januaryl1973. Figures 5-16 through 5-19 constructed water and sanitary facilities for local
commemorate American actions in Vietnam. communities. Often, as in World War |1, they engaged in

The Navy's operations in support of South Vietnam's fighting as they worked. Navy medical personnel served
struggle against communist military aggression in the field with Marine Corps and Seabee units, as they

consisted mainly of gunfire support and carrier aircraft did in World War Il and in the Korean Contlict. They

operations. These operations included coastaloften performed their duties under fire and often
interdiction patrols against North Viethnamese ships Sacrificed them‘t;elves' to protect their charge.s from
moving troops and supplies to the south. They also further harm. As in previous wars, U.S. Navy service and

included riverine operations by a swarm of various types @mPhibious forces transported over 90 percent of the
of patrd craft in the maz of wateways in South personnel and supplies used in support of that conflict.

o ——
'-"l-l—'ELI;'rr oy T

Phobograph courtesy of M FrancisJeffery. Phobgraph courtesy of M FrancisJeffery.
Figure 5-17.—Vietman memorial. Figure 5-19.—-Women in war—memorial.
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During the Vietnan era five new attak carriers
joined the fleet, including the world’s first
nuclea-powered carrig USSEnterprise(CVN 65).

Vietnam was adifferert kind of war, a war inwhich
the Navy's role was ewer changing The Navy useal both
newand old aircraft—OV-10Broncos propelle-driven
Syraides, attak planes like A-4 Skyhawksard A-7
Corsairs, and fighter planeslike F-8 Crusades. It used
various suppot aircrat for ASW, early warning and
advance communications links.

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

Even during the Vietnam Police Action, the Navy
was involved in exploration and development Former
Navy pilot Neil Armstrorg becane the first man to set
foot on the moan on July 20, 1969 On Novembe 14,
1969 the all-Navy Apollo 12 crew lifted off from the
Kenneg SpaeCente onthesecoml lunar expedition.

The crew consisted of Commanders Charles Conra

ballistic missile system—the Poseidon. The growth
potentia of the ballistic missile submarie launching
systen has enable the Poseida to fit into the same
16-missile tubes that carried the Polaris. Like the
Polars A-3, itisableto read any spd on earh fromits
nuclea-powered hiding place Its increasd accuray,
greater payload, and improved ability to penetrate
eneny defense make the Poseido more effective than

the Polaris.

On July 19, 1974 constructia of the new Trident
undersa nuclea weapors systen commenced The
Trident systen consiss of three principd elementsa
nuclear-powered fleet ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) astrakgic weapors systen (the missile) and
an integratal logistics suppot systemThe first Trident
submarie was the USS Ohio (SSBN-726) a nuclear
poweral fleet ballistic missile submarine The USS
Ohiowasdelivered tothe Navy in 1981 Sincethen the
Navy has accepted delivery of 10 more Trident

gsubmarines.

and Richard Gordon and Lieutenant Commander Alan THE PERSIAN GULFE

Bean. Another all-Navy crew (Captain Charles Conrad,

Jr., and Commanders Joseph P. Kerwin and Paul J. Wietz) ~ As with othea wars conflicts or area of military
splashed down on the first Skylab mission on June 22,aggressionU.S. naval forcesoperaeinthehostilke area
1973. The crew set numerous records and accomplisheaf the Persia Gulf. U.S. naval forceshavebeen present

virtually all of its objectives.

Space The Navy standstall in the first 10 years of
mannel spae exploration Recorégshowtha five of the
six men to walk on the suiface of the moan during that
time had formerly been trained amval aviators.

Reseach. In the 1960s Navy scientfic undersea
researh resultel in the USSAIlvin. The USS Alvin was
the Navy'’s first dego diving vehicle It was successfully
testal at 6,000-fod deptts on July 20, 1965 The next
month 10 aquanautsncluding astronatCommander
M. Scot Carpente enterel the Seald |1 capsule205
feet belowthesurface of theseaoff thecoas of LaJolla,
California Carpenteremaine undewate for 30 days
in a successfuexperimen of submeged living and
working conditions On Januay 25, 1969 the first

nuclear-powered, deep-submergence research and

ocean-engineergnvehicle NR-1, was launched That
five-man vessécan operaé for weels at atime at great
depths.

Weapons|Inearly 196 canetheannouncemerof
the proposé to develop a new missile for the fleet

in this vital oil-rich egion for many years.

The ewentsleadirg to an increasd numbe of U.S.
naval unitsin the Persia Gulf (fig. 5-20) began in the
mid 1980s Iran ard Iraq were at war. Iraq had begun
attackirg Iranian oil facilities and tarkers in response,
Iran began attaclsagaing shipsflyin g flagsof countries
sympathet to Irag. U.S. Navy ships quickly began
escort and protection operations for U.S.-flagged
tarkers.

BMRF0520

Figure 5-20.—Persian Gulf award.
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Asthe war betwee Iran and Iraq widened so did Persia Gulf. Othess filled critical vacancis on the
the danges to U.S. Navy ships operatig in the Gulf. home front.
!r?]nafgritc?céagég%glri IS_giernga;?dbr?gg S:I?Sg Saddam H.us.sein’s rejectign of diplgmatic efforts
Iraq also possessed weapons that could causdo solve the crisis led to the final decision to restore
tremendous damage and casualties. These weapon§uwait's sovereignty by military force. The ensuing
proved costly to the United States In May 1987 an air war and the effects of the economic embargo
Iraqi aircrat mistekenly fired two missiles that struck  decimated Irag’s military infrastructure, severed
USS Stark(FFG-31) killin g 37 sailors and wounding  communication and supply lines, smashed weapons

many more In April 1988 Iran's use of mines caused arsenals, and destroyed morale. Some of the first shots

considerable damage to USSamuel B. Roberts _ o .
(FFG-58) Until tha time, theU.S. Navy's presene was fired were from Navy shipsin the Persian Gulfand Red

largely defendve. When forced to take offensve action, Sea, as they launched salvos of Tomahawk cruise
the United States acted quickly. U.S. Navy ships missiles against pre-programmed targets in Iraqg.
bombardd an Iranian oil platform being usel as a
commauml pod and sark a mine-layirg vessé carrying
out operations.

After an impressive 38-day air campaign, the
ground offensive began with allied forces sweeping
through Iraqi defenses in blitzkrieg fashion. The allied
DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM push into Kuwait and southern Iraq was made easier by
the amphibious forces on station in the Persian Gulf.

Hussein, ordered the world's fourth largest army from The threat they posed forced tens of thousands of Iraqi

Iraq to invade the country Kuwait. The United States troops to maintain positions along the Kuwaiti

deployed a major joint force which served as the coastline to defend against attack from the sea. The
foundation for a powerful 33-nation military coalition Iragi army was crushed after a mere 100 hours. Iragi
to stem lIraq’s brutal aggression. Operation Deserttroops—tired, hungry and war-weary from 6 months
Shield/Desert Storm was born. The United States of economic blockade and more than a month of
Navy provided the sea control and maritime
superiority that paved the way for the introduction of
U.S. and allied air and ground forces. The United _ _
States offered strong leadership for the multinational Kuwait was once again free.

naval force. It is likely that Navy ships will continue to

Desert Shield/Desert Storm brought together the representand protect U.S. interests in the region for the
largest force of Navy warships assembled in a single foreseeable future.
theater since World War 11, adding a powerful punch to
Navy forces already on scene the night of Irag’s REVIEW 6 QUESTIONS
invasion of Kuwait. Long-established maritime

Superiority facilitated the |argeSt, fastest StrategIC Ql List sone of the Na/y’s roles durirg the Korean

On 2 August 1990, the president of Irag Saddam

relentless allied bombing—surrendered by the
thousands. Less than 7 months after the Iraqgi invasion,

sealift in history, with more than 240 ships carrying Conflict.
more than 18.3 billion pounds of equipment and
supplies to sustain the forces of Desert Shield/Desert a.
Storm.

Unde the Navy’s Totd Force concep more than b.
21,0® naval reserviss were called to acive duty in
support of Desert Shield/Desert Storm. Serving in C.
specialtis from medicire to mine warfare reservists
worked alongsic their acive duty counterpagin the d.
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Q2. List sone of the Navy’'s missiors during the
Vietnam Police Action.

a.

b.

Q3. Wha are othe actiors the Navy was involved
with during the sane timefrane as the Vietnam
Police Action?

a.

Q4. Wha servie did the Navy provide during the
Iraq — IranWar?

Q5. List the Navy’'s contributions during Operation
Dessert Storm.

a.

SUMMARY

The United States Navy began morethan 200 years
ago with two ships but today we are the fined naval
force in histoty. The histoly of the Navy is abig story
ard an exciting one We've only rippled the suiface
here but maykeweve stimulatel your curiosity enough
that you will wart to take aclose look at your Navy's
pastIf sq visit your ship or statian library. Youwill find
many fine books on aval history there.

From Flamborout) Heal to the Persia Gulf, the
U.S. Navy has dways bea “on statiori in time of
trouble The U.S. Navy's missian of preparednesto
conduc promp and sustaind combd operatios at sea
mears the U.S. Navy will be presemat the first sign of
conflict.

U. S. Navy ships continuel to chang with ewen
greate momentumusherirg in anothe new era—that
of nuclea propulsion jet power, rockets and guided
missiles New types of ships have emaged—ships

ships ard helicopte flattops The era of the 50s 60s,
70s 80s ard on into the 90s has seen the emegene of
the nuclear lsvy.

The heart of today’s nuclear fleet is a highly
complicatel unit known as the nuclea reacta, which
offers the folbwing adrantages:

e Almost unlimited steamig endurane at high
speedNuclea ships haveincreasd flexibility;
an ability to obtan ammunition aviation fuel,
and other supplies from remote places in a
minimum amour of time; and an attad ability
in a much greater area.

* Reducd vulnerability. Nuclea ships neal not
reman exposeal as long as nonnuclea vessels
during replenishmentThey can manewer to
awid attack.

* Reduced dependence on logistic support. Nuclear
ships require fewer mobile support forces.

* Greate attak effecvenessNuclea ships can
remahnin battle areafor agreate lengh of time
and have agreate ability to exploit weather
conditions to their achntage.

¢ Elimination of hugefunnels Tha providesmore
room for such items as a bigyvperful rada.

* Power available upon command. Nuclear
reactors eliminate the need to order “more
boilerson theline” a half hour before full power
is desired. Heat is produced in the nuclear
reactor in turn, stean and power is produced
with littl e delay. Reductia from full power to
one-third or stop is equally respores

¢ Reducd maintenancelhe absene of corrosve
stak gasescutsdown onthewea and tea of the
ships and a lot of at-sea and in-port repairs.

The Navy has bean advancirg in othe area of the
surfacefleet aswell. An exampkisthe newamphibious
assaul ships (LHAs). The LHASs are the largeg and
fastesamphibiosshipsinthe Navy inventory and offer
the greatet operationh versatility in the histoly of
amphibiouswvarfare.

The size of the LHAs alone is impressive. The first of
the LHAs, the USSarawg is 820 feet long and 106 feet
wide. The high point of its mastis 221 feet above the keel,
and it has a full displacement of 39,300 tons. Itcan carry a
large landing force with all its equipment and supplies,

such as guided-missile cruisers, tactical commandlanding them either by helo or amphibious craft or both.
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The primary advantage of these general-purpose assaulvith the Navy’'s new Aegis weapons system. That
ships is tactical integrity—getting a balanced force to the system has the capabiliy to tradk and engage multiple

same point at the same time.

Spruance-clasships are the Navy’s prime ASW
destoyers They are fitted with our mog powerful

sona, helicopters our bes ASW weapons ard the
Harpoon suiace-to-suiace missile system.

Themod recen additiorstothesurfacefleet arethe
Ticonderga-clas cruisesand the Arleigh Burke-class
destoyers Both are powered by gas turbines ard are

capabé of high-sped transits They are alo ouffitted

targets using a compkx systen of radars missiles,
guns, torpedoes, and self-defense systems. These
capabilitismakethes cruisesand destoyersthemost
sunivable units of toddg suface fleet.

Our ability to quickly deploy large carrier battle
groups and surface action groups quickly will assure our
allies of our ability to exercise sea control. That ability,
coupled with the U.S. submarine forces’ strategic
deterrence objective, will allow the United States and its
allies the ability to deter further hostile action worldwide.
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REVIEW 1 ANSWERS A5. The first official recognition of the American

Stars ard Stripes flag by a foreign nation was

Al. i
The United States Navy wasformed becausé¢he given by (a)France (b) to theUSSRanger

Secord Continental Congress realized that
the survival of the colonies as independent
from England dependel on the formation of REVIEW 2 ANSWERS

naval forces. .
Al. After the Rewlutionay War, the US. Navy

defendal America’s smal merchant ship fleet
from the Barbary pirates.

A2. During the late 18th centur, battleshig were
classfied asships-of-the-line

A3. The craft dewelopa in 1775 was a warfare
submarine, named the Turtle, and invented by A2. Betwee the Rewlutionay War ard the Wer of

David Bushnell 1812, the U.S. By was nvolved with the—
A4. This raid was the first amphibious operation

carried out by the American Navy and
Marines. b. Barbary StatesWar.

a. Quasi War with France and
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A3.

A4.

AS.

Al

A2.

A3.

Lord Nelson said that theperation executed
by LT Stephen Decatur and 84 seamen by
slipping into the harbor of Tripoli and
burning the captured frigate Philadelphia
was “one of the most bold and daring acts of the
age.”

Two actiors of the U.S. Navy during the War of
1812 were—

a. The sea battle between the American
frigate USS Constitution and the British
frigat e Guerriere and

b. The victory of Captain Oliver Hazard Perry
over the British squadron on Lake Erie.

During the Mexican-America War, the Navy
blockaded the port cities on the Gulf and the
“Mosquito Fleet’ provided protective action
during the first large-scale amphibious
operation in U.S. military history.

REVIEW 3 ANSWERS
During the lag patt of the 19th centuy, naval
dewelopments included—
a. Introduction of ironclad ships

b. Introduction of riverboats, rams, and
gunboats

c. Dewvelopment of submarines

d. Construction of steeled-hull protected
cruisers, signaling the end of therionclads

e. Dewelopmert of self-propelled torpedo and
long-range tapedo boats

f. Developmert of the internal combustion
enginefor ships

After dewveloping the ironclad the Confederate
Navy deweloped thesubmarine.

During the Civil War Battle of Mobile bay,
Admiral Farragut gave order, “Damn the
torpedoes! Full speed ah€ad

A4,

AS.

AG.

Al.

A2.

A3.

A4.

AS.

Al

A2.

Alfred T. Mahan influenced naval strategy
throudh his books tha stressd the idea that
without control of the seas a nation couldn’t
expect victory. He was one of the first
instructors at the Naval War College and
shared his knowledge on sea power and the
importance of understanding raval needs

The Spanish-American war began when the
Maine was blown up and 250 Sailors were
killed.

Commodae Gea ge Deweywas instrumental
in quickly ending the Spanish-Americver.

REVIEW 4 ANSWERS

The dewvelopmen of airplanesoccurreal at this
time.

The U.S. Navy was depbyed to stop German
U-boatsfrom practicingunrestricted warfare
and terrorizing the seas

During this war, destoyers were usal as the
main defensg againd German U-boats They
also saved as an escot for troop ships and
supply canvoysfor the allies

During this war, the air forcesupported
surface antisubmarineforces

During this war, women enlisted in the Navy as
Yeoman (F), releasirg enlisted men for active
s@vice at sea

REVIEW 5 ANSWERS

The Battle of Cord Sea was fought by aircraft,
all of which were launched from carriers. This
battl e saved Australia from being invaded by
the Japanese

The maja naval battles in the Pacific during
World War Il and their significance is as
follows:

a. Battle of Guadalcanal—The Solomon
Islands came under allied control and the
danger of Australia coming under
Japanese attack was lessened

Studert Notes:
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A3.

A4,

A5.

AG.

Al.

b. Battle of the Philippin e Sea—Heavy losses
of ships, aircraft, and pilots paralyzed the
Japanese Fleet

c. Battleof Leyte Gulf—Deciding blow to the
Japanese Navy. Losing control of the
Philippines meant that the Japanese
homeland was cut off from its main source
of supplies from the south.

d. Battle of Midway—The turning point of
the war in the Pacific.

e. The Battles of Okinawa and Iwo
Jima—Defeat of the Japanese in these
battles signaled an approach to the end of
the war.

During World War 11, the U.S. Navy protected
convoys bound for Europe from German
U-boat attack.

Soneof thetypesof shipstha change theshape
of theNavy change during World War Il include
landing ships, frigates, attack cargo ships,
transport ships barracks ships net tenders,
repair ships radar pickets minelayers, and
mine sweepers.

On 30 Jul 1943,Congress authorized the
establishmen of the Women's Reseve to fill
acute shortages of personnd during World
War Il .

The Womeris Armed Services Integration Act
abolished the Women’s Reserve and gave
women full partnership in the Navy.

REVIEW 6 ANSWERS

Sone of the Navy’s roles during the Korean
Conflict included—

a. Providing close air support to knock out
bridges and block eneny routes with the
use of jets fom carriers

5-30

A2.

A3.

Ad.

AS.

b. Navy helicopters spotted enemy artillery

c. Navy ships supported the amphibious
landing at Inchon through massve shae
bombardment before ground for ceslanded

d. The Navy successfuly usdl its battleships
to intervene in ground operations far
ashae.

Soneof theNavy’s missiorsduring the Vietnam
Police Action included—

a. Surface ship-based gufire support
b. Carrier-based aicraft operations

c. Coastal interdiction patrols against the
enemy

Othe actiorsthe Navy wasinvolved with during
the same timeframe as the Vietnam Police
Action include—

a. The manned space exploration ppgram

b. Manned undersea exploration, using deep
submergence vehicles and underwater
laboratories

During the Iraq — Iran War, the Navy escorted
and protected oil tankers in transit to and
fromthe Persian Gulf againdg Irania n attacks.

The Navy’s contributions during Operation
Dessert Storm included—

a. Providing sea contol

b. Naval gunfire support for sea to ground
forces

c. Surface and subsurface missile attacks on
selected tagets in Iraq



ASSIGNMENT 3

Textbook Assignment: Chapter 5 Naval Histos..”

. What date commemorates the birthday
of the United Statesdvy?

1. 5Sepl774
2. 13 0ct 1775
3. 4Jul 1776

4. 14 Feb 1778

. The Second Continental Congress apged
the purchase ofdw many vessels?

1. Eight
2. Six

3. Four
4, Two

. Which of the folbwing were iaval vessels
in the early 19th century?

1. Frigates

2. Sloops ofwar

3. Ships of the line
4. All of the atpve

. What caggory of ship carried the igest
number of guns?

1. Ships of the line
2. Sloops ofwar

3. Schooners

4. Frigates

. What type of ships did privateers typically sail?

1. Ships of the line
2. Sloops ofwar

3. Schooners

4. Frigates

. What shipwas thdfirst warfare submarine?

1. Turtle
2. Hornet
3. Alfred
4. Wasp
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7. Which of the folbwing ships has the

10.

distinction of being the U.S.&y’sfirst
flagship?

1. Providence
2. Hornet

3. Alfred

4. \Wasp

What countrywas thefirst to recognize
the “Stars and Stripes”?

1. Germany
2. France
3. Spain

4. Portuwal

JohnPaul Jones is often referred to as the
“father of our highestaval traditions”
because of thexample he set as affficer
during the RwlutionaryWar. He is also
famous because of which of the éoling
accomplishments?

1. His appointment as tHest U.S. Nwy
admiral

2. His selection as thiérst commander in
chief

3. His victoryover the HMSSeapis

4. His capture of the HM8lancy

At various times during thedRolutionary

War, the U.S. Mvy had 56vessels. Whawvas
the peak number afessels that were operating
at any one time?

1. 45
2. 32
3. 27
4. 15



11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Approximately low many ships did the
British loose to gvateers?

1. 1,000
2. 1,500
3. 2,000
4. 2,500

What is the oldest U.S.aMy ship sitill
in commission?

1. Lexington

2. Constitution

3. Constellation

4. Bonhomme Rhard

Whowas president when the U.Saly
Departmentvas established?

1. GeageWashington
2. Thomas Jierson
3. James Madison

4. John Adams

When did the expression “Millions for defense,
but not one cent for tribute” originate?

1. During the RwlutionaryWar
2. During the “Quasi'War
3. During theWar of 1812
4. During the Barbary Staté&ar

Who led the aval forces intoTripoli Harbor
and destryed the captured US fate USS
Philadelphi&

1. Stephen Decatur
2. James bBwrence
3. Thoma Truxtun
4. Edward Preple

TheWar of 1812was caused, in part, by the
efforts to accomplish which of the folving
goals?

1. Establishing aanval base in the
Mediterranean

2. Paying ransom payments to the Barbary
States

3. Stopping forced service of American
seamen in the Britishaay

4. Forcing France to establish trade relations
with the United States
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22,

During theWar of 1812, what ship earned
the nickname “Old Ironsides”?

1. Chesapeke
2. Constitution
3. Constellation
4. Enterprise

On which of the folbwing Great L&es did
Captain Olver Hazard Perry defeat a British
squadron, cutting British supply lines?

1. Lake Superior
2. Lake Michigan
3. Lake Huron
4. Lake Erie

What ship was one of the first ships-of-the line?

1. Constitution
2. Enterprise

3. Philadelphia
4. North Caolina

Thefirst half of the 19th centurya® a
development thatvas to changeavies all
over theworld. Whatwas that dvelopment?

1. Task forces

2. Steam pwer

3. Steel hulls

4. Practical submarines

In 1843, whatnvention incorporated in the
USSPrincetonpaved theway for progress in
the cevelopment of propulsion systems?

1. The scew propeller

2. The diesel engine

3. The coalfired boiler

4. The stern paddle wheel

In 1854, Commodore Perry signed a treaty
that opened up what maat to American
trade?

1. China
2. Japan
3. Russia
4. India



23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Although neither side could claim vicigithe
battle between the US8onitor and the
Virginia (Merrimack) was important for which
of the following reasons?

1. Steam engines were used in battle for the
first time

2. The Dahlgren gunwas used

3. The battle bgan the era of the ironclads

4. The Union and Confederatemies fought
each other

Thefirst true submarine attaskas conducted
against what Union ship?

1. USSNew Ironsides
2. USSHousatonic
3. USSHunley

4, USSCustis

During what Qvil War battlewas the order
“Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!”
given?

1. Vicksburg

2. Mobile Bay

3. New Orleans Orleans
4. Kings Bay

What person ded sea pwer, showed the
importance of kawing naval needs, and
advocated a laye, pwerful Navy?

1. Commodore Perry
2. Admira Farragut
3. Andre Foote

4. Alfred T. Mahan

What ship has been labeled asfirg modern
cruiser in the U.S. Fleet?

1. USSBoston
2. USSAtlanta
3. USSNewark
4. USSChicago

“Remember the Mainereferring to the USS
Maine was the battle cry for which of the
following wars?

1. The QuasWar

2. The Qvil War

3. The Spanish-Americawar
4. World War |
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20.

30.

31

32

33

34.

35.

In what year did the &y accept itdirst
operational submarine?

1. 1895
2. 1898
3. 1900
4. 1902

Construction of oufirst destoyer began in
what year?

1. 1895
2. 1899
3. 1902
4. 1905

What shipwas considered odirst
“first-class” battleship?

1. USSindiana
2. USSNew York
3. USSTexas

4, USSCalifornia

Whowas the Mvy’sfirst aviator?

1. Lt. Ellyson

2. Lt. Towers

3. Lt. Corry

4. CAPT Chambers

Destioyers werdirst used &ectively for
antisubmarinevarfare during whatvar?

1. Civil War

2. Spanish-AmericafVar
3. World War |

4. World War 11

In whatwar didwomenfirst sewe as members
of the Navy?

1. Civil War

2. Spanish-AmericaiVar
3. World War |

4. World War Il

In what capacity didvomenfirst seve as
members of the &ly?

1. Nurse
2. Yeoman
3. Radio operator



36.

37.

38.

30.

40.

41.

Whatwas thefirst aircraft carrier designed
from thekeel up?

1. USSRamger
2. USSHornet
3. USSYorktown
4. USSEnterprise

Whatwas thdfirst naval battle ofWorld War II
in which wo opposing fleets didhsee each
other during combat?

1. The Battle of Midvay

2. The Battle of Okiawa

3. The Battle of Guadalcanal
4. The Battle of the Coral Sea

Whatwas the decige battle ofWorld War 11
that became the turning point of tivar in the
Pacific?

1. The Battle of Midvay

2. The Battle of Okiawa

3. The Battle of Guadalcanal

4. The Battle of the Coral Sea

During World War Il, the Japanese loss/losses
of what island(s) heralded the end of i
in thePacffic?

1. Philippines
2. Solomons
3. Guadalcanal
4. |lwo Jima

During World War 11, the Navy was hevily
involved in which of the fobwing Atlantic
(European) actions?

1. The nvasion of Normandy
2. The capture bNavaronne
3. The Battle of Britain

4. Thefall of Berlin

Which of the folbwing were types of ships
built during World War 11?

1. Net tenders
2. Mine sweepers
3. Repair ships
4. All of the alove
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42.

43,

44,

45,

46.

47.

48

Which of the folbwing combat systems came
into full use duringNorld War 11?

1. Radar

2. Sonar

3. Both 1 and 2 atwve
4, SATNAV

During World War I, WAVES were eligible
for how many ratings?

1. 28
2. 30
3. 34
4. 40

In what yeawas theNMomeris Armed
Services Inggration Act passed?

1. 1942
2. 1945
3. 1948
4. 1951

Thefirst extengve use of jet aircraft and
helicopters occurred during whaar?

1. World War |

2. World War 1l

3. TheKorean Conflict

4. TheVietnam Police Action

Thefirst U.S. Navy nuclea-poweredvessel
was what type of ship?

1. Carrier

2. Submarine

3. Merchant ship

4, Guided-missile cruiser

In what year did the USSautilusmake its
history-making transpolaroyage?

1. 1952
2. 1955
3. 1958
4. 1961

In what year were thirst nucleapowered
suiface ships launched?

1. 1952
2. 1955
3. 1958
4. 1961



49,

50.

51

52.

53.

54.

In what yeawas thefirst American satellite
placed in orbit?

1. 1952
2. 1955
3. 1958
4. 1961

Americdsfirst suborbital flightvas made
by what Navy officer?

1. Commander Conrad

2. CommandeGordan

3. Commander Shepard Jr
4. CommandeKerwin

Which of the folbwing warfare tacticavas
used during th&ietnam Police Action?

1. Gurfire support
2. Riverine operations
3. Coastal interdiction
4. Each of the ative

Which of the folbwing shipswas theworld’'s
first nucleapowered carrier?

1. USSNimitz

2. USSCarl Vinson

3. USSEnterprise

4. USSAbraham Lincoln

What moon missiowas completely manned
by Navy personnel?

1. Apollo 5
2. Apollo 7
3. Apollo11
4. Apollo12

In what yeawas theAlvin, a deep ihing
vehicle, tested at 6,000-foot depths?

1. 1961
2. 1965
3. 1969
4. 1971
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55.

56.

57.

58.

In what yeawas thefirst nucleapowered,
deep-subnmgence research and
ocean-engineeringehicle launched?

1. 1961
2. 1965
3. 1969
4, 1971

Which of the folbwing is/are principle
development(s) of th@rident system?

1. A nuclea-powered fleet ballistic missile
submarine

2. A strakgic weapons system

3. Anintegrated logistics support system

4. All of the alove

Which of the folbwing are the most recent
additions to the stace fleet?

1. Ticonderma-clas cruisers

2. Arleigh Burke-class destyers
3. Both 1 and 2 afwve

4. LHAs

The Navy helped nove approximately tw
many pounds of equipment and supplies
during Dessert Shield/Desert Storm?

1. 12.4 billion tons
2. 15.8 billion tons
3. 18.3 hillion tons
4, 21.6 billion tons



